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About the Presentation

 
 

 
From the microscopic organisms found in our water 
to the megafauna of the African plains, millions of 
species share this planet with us, yet we only know 
a small percent of these species. Overall, we have 
named only 1.5 million species of the estimated 10 
million roaming our planet. Unfortunately, we may 
be losing them at a rate that surpasses any previous 
mass extinction.  In the last 500 years humans have 
accelerated the rate of extinction to the point that 
newly discovered species are filling the endangered 
list as soon as they’re discovered.  More astonishing 
is the fact we are denying these species their share of 
space on earth, blindly pretending we could live our 
lives without them.  This is far from the truth, though, 
as our own existence depends on this rapidly de-
creasing biodiversity.

In this presentation you’ll experience biodiversity and 
the threats it faces as we continue to consume re-
sources and alter nature past the point of no return.

Topics:

•	What is biodiversity?
•	The importance of biodiversity
•	Biodiversity and human health
•	Extinctions past and present
•	What’s lost
•	Deforestation, segmentation & overconsumption
•	Global warming & pollution
•	Florida and the tropics
•	Nature in trouble
•	Strategies & solutions

An eye opening experience to the beauty of 
nature and the hand of man.

About the Speaker 
 
Reinier Munguia is a nature 
photographer and illustrator 
with a strong education and 
conservation vision. His work 
has appeared in several publica-
tions including textbooks and 
magazines. His passion for nature 
started at an early age, and was 
later reinforced while doing field 

research in college. This passion has taken him to 
become an advocate for causes related to the pro-
tection of species. Educating people about nature has 
become his most important goal. He reaches thou-
sands of people every year through his nature pre-
sentations in schools and nature events and through 
his workshops.

For the past two years, he has worked as the presi-
dent of the Lake Region Audubon Society, where he 
oversees not only the Chapter’s activities, but also 
the Street Audubon Nature Center in Winter Haven, 
FL. His main focus is on education and conservation, 
spending long hours preparing educational materi-
als and teaching programs on Florida’s wildlife and 
ecosystems and reaching more than 10,000 students 
a year. Additionally he provides more than 60 edu-
cational programs a year at different nature centers, 
including Lyonia Preserve, the Enchanted Forest and 
the Polk Nature Discovery Center, among others.  

For the past two years, he has been the Eagle Watch 
volunteer coordinator for Polk County, overseeing 
over 40 volunteers and more than 60 active nests. 
He’s always on call for wildlife emergencies in the 
Polk County area, providing rescue and transport 
services for various wildlife rehabilitation centers in-
cluding the Audubon Center for Birds of Prey. Reinier 
also serves as advisory board member of the Florida 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Association where he acts as 
the organization’s webmaster and newsletter editor. 

As a photographer, he has taught at national nature 
and photography events such as the Space Coast 
Birding Festival , The Big “O”, and the First Coast 
Nature & Photo Fest, among others.
Wanting to explore more of that natural world 
has led Reinier to lead photography & birding trips 
throughout the United States, as well as other coun-
tries including Costa Rica, Panama, Galapagos and 
Puerto Rico. 

Reinier has spent the last 20 years documenting wild-
life and their struggles with still photography, but has 
recently added filmmaking to his arsenal of educating 
material.  He uses his talent to send a conservation 
message by means of captivating images and natural 
history footage.
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